
 

 

BBRSD Family and Student Update 

May 1, 2020 
 

Superintendent’s Office 

 
Dear Families, 

 

On Tuesday, April 21, Governor Baker announced that schools would remain closed through the 

end of the academic year.  We want you to know that we share in the sense of loss, on so many 

levels, that this news brings to our school district.  Teachers and administrators are finding the 

time away from their students more and more difficult, both emotionally and educationally, as 

the weeks pass by us. 

  

We have had to find a way forward, and further guidance released last Friday from the 

Commissioner, affirms what we know we will need to do to continue to educate our 

children.  All school districts in the Commonwealth have received what the Commissioner has 

referred to as Phase III of the state’s Remote Learning Plan, which builds on the initial guidance 

released on March 26 , with a deeper focus on two areas: 

 

 Further defining the recommended elements of a quality remote learning program, 

including a focus on teaching the content standards most critical for student success in 

the next grade level, and 

 Encouraging districts to move all students towards successful engagement in remote 

learning, with a focus on addressing fundamental needs. 

Working with our Director of Curriculum and our principals, teaching staff members are 

identifying MA Frameworks standards for instruction in the remaining weeks of school, and are 

integrating these standards into their daily and weekly lessons.   

 

What does this mean for parents and students?  It means that we need your support in two very 

important ways.  First, we need you to help your child by ensuring that they are able to access 

remote learning tools, engage in online instruction, and demonstrate evidence of learning as 

outlined by their teachers through assignments, projects and participation.  Secondly, we need 

you to continue to stay in touch with your child’s teacher so that they, and the building 

principals, are able to assist you with support as needed.  Teachers are taking daily attendance 

and end-of-year report cards will reflect student engagement and evidence of progress toward 

standards.  

 

Our final day of school is scheduled to be Tuesday, June 16th, and we will be continuing to 

follow through on the education of our students based upon the guidance of the MA DESE, as 



well as develop plans from re-entry in the fall.  As the Commissioner has shared with us, this 

will be referred to as Phase IV, and we expect to receive further communication on these plans 

in the next few weeks. 

 

Until then, please know that we will continue to communicate updates as they unfold, as well as 

follow our commitment to the balance of social-emotional needs and academics that were 

outlined in our Berlin-Boylston Remote Learning Plan. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jeffrey T. Zanghi, Superintendent of Schools 

 
Jeff Zanghi, Superintendent 

 

 

Business Office 

 
Grab and go lunches 

As a reminder, “grab and go” lunches are being offered to any students eligible for 

free/reduced lunch, and any other students experiencing difficulties accessing food resources, 

or facing financial challenges during the COVID-19 crisis, and its economic impact. 

 

Please complete the form to sign up; more details are provided on the form:  

 

Pre-school tuitions 
Click here to read a letter on how fees for pre-school tuitions will be treated for the period of school 

building closures and remote learning. 

 

Bob Conry, Director of Finance and Operations 

 

 

Technology Office 
 

As this “Remote Learning Experience” will now continue to last through the remainder of the 

school year, we would like to remind our families that if at any time should you feel your family 

is in need of additional technology resources, please reach out to your building principal who 

will work with our technology department and we will do our best to meet those needs.  As 

always, we want all of our students to be able to access the learning resources that their teachers 

are utilizing, so if you feel your child’s needs are not being met please reach out to us.  We are 

here to support you. 

 

Paul Mara, Director 
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https://www.bbrsd.org/cms/lib/MA01907488/Centricity/Domain/4/FY20%20Preschool%20Letter.pdf
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Facilities Update 

 
With the recent guidelines amended to now allow routine cleaning we will begin the process of 

preparing the schools for opening in the fall.  

 

At Tahanto we will be maintaining all the grass areas without the help of a third 

party landscape company. 

 

The cistern tank improvements & repairs at Berlin Memorial will be scheduled and completed 

before the end of June. Waiting on confirmation from both vendors on when all the parts have 

been received.  

 

The fence installation at Boylston Elementary should commence in 2 - 3 weeks.  

 

Steve Pusateri, Facilities Manager 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Pupil Personnel Services 

 
For many families, COVID -19 has caused additional concerns about jobs and new issues with 

food insecurity. If you need access to food resources, Project Bread has listings of resources in 

our area which you can find at http://www.projectbread.org/ as well as the local pantries listed 

below:  

 

Berlin’s Family Food Pantry is able to help with no questions asked and your information and 

request for assistance is confidential. Either go to the website for an 

application https://berlinfamilyfoodpantry.org/ or call the pantry manager Fran at 978-838-2508. 

 

Boylston Food Pantry- is open every Monday from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at 21 Main St, 

Basement, Boylston, Massachusetts 01505. You can find more information on their Facebook 

page-https://www.facebook.com/BoylstonFoodPantry/ 

 

If you are a family that is able to provide help, these food pantries can always use your support. 

Berlin is looking for food and hygiene products. 

 
Karen Molnar, Director  
 

 

Boylston Elementary School 

 
As you can see in the letter above regarding the 3rd Trimester report cards, we are in Phase 3 of 

this Remote Learning plan. We all are very much focused on providing engaging materials towards 

very specific standards over the course of the next 7 weeks. Grade levels have spent the last week 

developing "Power Standards" to focus on moving forward to ensure all of our students entering 

the next grade level will have similar experiences to draw from. It is vital that your students 
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participate so they are in relatively similar places when we return. This includes our specials areas. 

This is in no way meant to be overwhelming but meant to give guidance moving forward. If this 

is a struggle for you, your family, or your student, please reach out to me so that I can work with 

you to determine the best way to proceed. We will begin planning for Phase 4 (hopefully the final 

phase) shortly. This is my personal favorite, all so known as the reentry plan. Some of this will 

have to wait until we have further guidance from state and federal oversight but I assure you 

discussions are already underway. 

 

Thank you to everyone who sends in Teacher Appreciation pictures. I am putting them together 

this weekend. Please remember next week to thank your child's teacher!  

 

Now that students are coming to the realization that we will not be returning this year, we have 

seen a host of responses. Many of us are in different states of mourning this loss. Mrs. Fantana 

(our school psychologist) has put together a collection of resources for you to support your child. 

Many are specific to this pandemic period we find ourselves in but some are not. I hope these 

prove a useful resource for you.  

 
Ace Thompson, Principal BES 

 

 

Berlin Memorial School 
 

As you can read elsewhere, we have worked had to develop a plan for teaching and learning over 

the balance of this school year.  As I’m sure you could guess, teachers have put a great deal of 

time and work into that plan.  As we move forward, please do not hesitate to let us know if you 

have any concerns about how things are going for your child.  These are particularly challenging 

days, and we want to make sure that no one becomes overwhelmed or discouraged in the days 

ahead.  We are going to do our best to work with your children around essential standards that 

will help them be ready to go when we are all finally together next fall.  Need help? Let us know. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has sent pictures for Teacher Appreciation day.  I’ve still got time to 

add more, so if you haven’t sent a picture, now’s the time. 

 

Finally, Nurse Ana has a million different jobs in our school.  Among the things she does for our 

students is health education. When not treating bumps and bruises, helping with loose teeth and 

bloody noses, Ana is the one to visit classrooms to talk about handwashing, staying healthy 

during flu season, and the like.  She shared a story about coronavirus as a way to help kids better 

understand that illness.  I’ve uploaded it to our YouTube channel and you can find it here.   

 

John Campbell, Principal BMS 
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Tahanto Regional Middle High School 
 

We are entering our 8th week of remote learning and what an adventure it has been. As a parent 

myself of a 10 year old boy, I can sympathize with all of you who are juggling, working 

remotely, helping our children with their learning, caring for other family members, all while 

trying to keep sane!  This is not an easy task and I want everyone to acknowledge that we are 

doing a great job! Yes there are days when we want to crawl up in a ball and cry, but we 

continue on and persevere. We all do this because we are STAG STRONG!  Keep up the good 

work and remember to take time for yourselves.  

 

Everyone started strong, so let's finish stronger together! 
 

School Access/Lockers 
Many of you have asked about when students will be able to come and clean out their lockers. 

The official last day of school for grades 6-11 is June 17th. Until the Governor lifts the ban on no 

gatherings of 10 people or more, we are not allowing students into the building to gather their 

materials. That being said, if there is something in a student’s locker that they ABSOLUTELY 

need prior to Jun 17th, please send me a separate email and we will arrange a time to meet and I 

will get the material for you. 

 

Use of Fields 
All athletic fields, including the track are off limits. Signs will be posted next week stating such. 

We are taking this time to repair and upgrade our athletic fields, as well as ensuring that all are 

following social distancing mandates and keeping safe. Therefore please do not allow your 

students to come to the school to utilize the fields or the track. 

We appreciate your understanding and assistance with this. 

 

Email/Phone Access 
Teachers and staff have brought up some concerns that some students and parents are not 

responding to their emails. Please make sure that your student checks their emails on a regular 

basis. Because we are doing everything remotely we want to make sure that all students and 

parents are not missing out on important information. 

 

Also, please make sure that all parent/guardian email addresses and phone numbers that are 

entered into PowerSchool are up to date and accurate.  

 

Remote Learning Plan 
 

This is a reminder that ALL students should be following our Remote Learning Plan Schedule 

during the school week. Attendance for virtual meetings and assignments are mandatory. If 

you have any concerns regarding your child's participation, please reach out to the individual 

teacher directly.  

 

Below is a reminder about our schedule and grading procedures for Term IV. 

 

 



Tahanto Regional Middle/High School Remote Learning Plan 

Weekly Schedule 
 

 Mon 

(odd 

day) 

Tuesday 

(odd day) 

Wednesday Thursday 

(even day) 

Friday (even day) 

10:45- 

11:15 

      

      AM 

1 5 Office Hours and 

Rotating opportunities 

for AP instruction, 

special education, and 

counseling 

 

6 3  

11:20-- 

11:50 

 

       AM 

2 

 

6  7 4 

11:55- 

12:25 

 

      PM  

3 Group/ 

Individual 

Meetings  

 1 Group/ 

Individual  Meetings  

12:30-

1:00 

 

      PM 

4 7  2 5 

 

 

Term 4: Begins April 13, 2020. Attendance and participation is required. The grading format 

for Term 4 will be adjusted to reflect the change to remote learning and per the recommendations 

set forth by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education . Term 4 

final grades will be Pass/Fail.  For all high school students  

 

Grading: 
 

During Term 4 individual assignments will be graded as Credit / No Credit / Not Submitted 

(Not to be confused with Pass/Fail). We understand that all students and families have unique 

situations and circumstances and that these may be ever-changing. 

 

 Credit score for an assignment is 100%. The student has mastered the content and 

fulfilled all of the assignment requirements. 



 No Credit is 64%. The student has not mastered the content and has not fulfilled all of 

the specific assignment requirements. Teachers will provide feedback and encourage 

students to resubmit the assignment within a week to receive credit. 

 

 Not Submitted/Not Accepted The student has not submitted an assignment.  This will be 

recorded as a zero (0). Teachers will encourage students to submit the assignment within 

one week for credit. 

 

At the end of Term 4, teachers in each course will average all of the assignments and determine 

if a student will receive a Pass or Fail. Passing is 65%-100%, Failing is 64% or below. 

 

For Term 4 a P will be given a numerical grade of 100 and an F will be given a numerical 

grade of 64.  Grades 6-12 
 

As a result of the change in learning environments and expectations, term weights have 

been adjusted to allow for this unprecedented time. Term 4 will be weighted less than 

Terms 1, 2 & 3.  
 

Tahanto Regional Middle School 

Adjusted Term Weights 

2019-2020 
 

Term 1 30% 

Term 2 30% 

Term 3 25% 

Term 4 15% 

 

Total 100.0% 

 

Final Grades and Transcripts:  It is important to inform all students and families that there is a 

difference between “report cards” and transcripts. Report cards report term, midterm, semester 

and final grades. TRANSCRIPTS DO NOT REPORT TERM GRADES (exceptions are the 

grade 12-semester course grades and Term 1-course 
 

 grades for grade 12 if early transcripts are requested by colleges). Therefore, Pass/Fail Term 

IV grades will not be documented on a transcript. 

 

GPA: Calculations for the 2019-2020 school year will follow the above percentages and all 

terms will be included in the calculation of GPA. (High School Only) 



 

Senior Class Information 

The last official day of classes for seniors is May 18th!! 
 

There will be a Class of 2020 meeting for all parents on May 6th at 9:00 a.m. A school 

messenger was sent out yesterday with a link to the Zoom meeting. Administration, Class 

President and the Class Advisor will be present to review senior activities and graduation plans 

and answer questions. 

 

Please be assured that I will continue to be available to both you and your child. If you need 

anything, or would just like to say “hello” or, if your child would like to say “hello” to me, 

please feel free to reach out. 

 

I know that these are times of uncertainty, but one thing that you can be certain of is I AM HERE 

FOR YOU!  Feel free to reach out to me at any time if you have any questions or concerns. 

We are STAG STRONG! 

 

 

Diane Tucceri, Principal 

Sally Stukuls, Assistant Principal 
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